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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This dwelling house is a secondary building in an agricultural

complex known as the "Dennis Farm." The property is located south

U.S. Route 40, 1/4 mile east of St. Paul's Church Road, 2-1/2

miles east of Clear Spring. The main dwelling is of brick and is
described in form WA V-025.

This structure consists of two sections which appear from the

exterior to have been built separately. The sections are attached

an axis forming one long structure. Situated near a spring and

small stream, the Meadow Brook, the house faces east. The south
section of the house contains one and a half stories, while the
north part comsists of two full stories. The facade of each sec—-
tion is four bays in length with two central doors flanked by a
window at the main floor.

The exterior of the structure is of buff siding with dark

green trim. The weather boarding could conceal log construction

one or both sections. The house is set on foundations which are
local fieldstone. Two brick chimneys with corbeled caps are

internally placed at the south gable end of each section. The
roof is covered with corrugated sheet metal.

The doors and windows are framed with plain but rather wide

trim. Architrave molding is present at the lintels of all windows
except those at the second floor of the one and a half story
section. All windows excepting the small three over three double
sashes at the second floor of the ome and a half story section are
double sashes with six lights per sash.

Both sections of the structure share a one-story porch with

a low hipped roof. It is supported by plain square posts and
covers all of the dootways at the front of the house.

It is not known when this structure was built but it is pro-.

bably contemporary with the other buildings on the property
which date from the mid-19th century. The south section of the
dwelling reportedly has a spring in its basement and may be the
older of the two parts.

The house is being preserved and is in no immediate danger of

destruction.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is significant architecturally as a part of a
complex of well preserved buildings. In addition to this
structure, there is a lattice work brick-end bank barn, a
spring house and a large brick dwelling house of a type fre-
quently found in the area. All of the buildings are being
maintained and preserved by the owner. They are a complete,
unaltered and well cared for example of rural architecture
of the mid-19th century.

The small weather board tenant house is particularly sig-
nificant as an example of secondary housing of the period.
The presence of so many doors suggests that it was intended
to be a multi-unit dwelling which was probably constructed to
house farm workers.

Secondary buildings such as this one could show influences
of early building types based on antiquated traditiomal
patterns rather than on the styles that were current when
the structure was constructed. While more prominent structures
such as the main dwelling house on the property tended to
follow contemporary styles, secondary buildings would have
been more likely to have reflected traditiopal patterns which
were not so new or fashionable but were well known and easily
constructed. Thus the house appears older than it probably is. .

The farm has been in the Dennis family since 1895 when it
was purchased by Tobias Dennis.
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